Stimulated jitter measurements in the assessment of recovery after peripheral nerve repair.
The recording of stimulated jitter may offer a highly sensitive, quantitative method for following the recovery of neuromuscular function after peripheral nerve repair. In groups of rats, electrophysiological recording of jitter was carried out on control animals and animals which had had the sciatic nerves divided and repaired 14, 30, 60 and 90 days previously. It was found that values for jitter were highest in the early stages of regeneration and declined with time so that they were within normal limits by 90 days after repair. It is concluded that jitter measurement may be helpful as a test for the postoperative recovery of function in repaired nerves.